TOWN OF ANGIER BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Minutes

Regular Meeting
June 3, 2008
The Town of Angier Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 3,  2008 in the Board Room of the Municipal Building, 28 North Raleigh Street. Mayor R.H. Ellington presided, calling the meeting to order at 7 p.m. A quorum was established as the mayor and three board members were present as the meeting opened.  

Commissioners Present:  Commissioners Joe Pleasant, Billy Surles, Stanley Carney, and Mayor R.H. Ellington.

Commissioners Absent:  Craig Honeycutt was excused due to being away for vacation.
Staff Members Present: Coley Price, Town Manager; Joyce Valley, Town Clerk, Mike Hill, Code Enforcement Officer, Justin Merritt, Finance Director  and Ray Pleasant, Town Attorney.

2 and 3.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the meeting opened with an invocation by Commissioner Stanley Carney.
4. 
Consideration of Agenda:  The June 3, 2008 meeting agenda was adopted with changes, if any, as listed below:


Items Added to the Agenda:  None



Items Removed from the Agenda:  None

Motion By:  Surles

Second By:  Carney
Vote: 
Unanimous
5.
Public Forum- At this time, an opportunity was provided for members of the audience who wished to address the Board of Commissioners on any variety of topics not listed on the night’s agenda. No one in the audience expressed a desire to address the Town Board regarding issues not placed on the agenda.
5a.
Margaret Murchison provided the Board with an update regarding the status of 

her property located at 94 South Cross Street.  She stated that the grass had been 
cut, taken down the bushes and washed the mildew off of the house.
6. 
Consent Agenda-The Town Board unanimously approved the following consent items following a motion by Commissioner Carney, a second by Commissioner Surles and a unanimous vote:


6a.
Minutes-May 12, 2008 Regular Meeting.


6b.
Minutes-May 19, 2008 Budget Work Session.


6c.
Budget Amendments-Budget Amendment #BOA2008.4 through



#BOA2008.9.  (Attachment #1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6)



6d.
Consultant Services Proposal-Letter of Agreement-Robert S. Segal, 



CPA-PA-(Agreement is filed in Contracts Binder)


6e.
FY 2007-08 Audit Contract as proposed by Christopher K. Abbott, 



CPA, PA.  (Audit Contract is filed in Contracts Binder)
Mayor Ellington recessed the regular meeting at 7:15 p.m. and opened the scheduled Public Hearings.

7-a 
Public Hearing-FY 2008-09 Budget Ordinance and FY 2009-09 Fee Schedule-Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who summarized the FY 2008-09 Budget and Fee Schedule.  He stated that after several work sessions which were open to the public, the budget was presented to the Town Board at their May 19, 2008 special meeting.  

Town Manager Price stated that during the budget process, emphasis had been placed on street and infrastructure improvements, administrative facility improvements and neighborhood safety/code enforcement.  He added that several expenditures were included in the proposed budget that are required to meet these objectives which include code enforcement and demolition services.

Town Manager Price recommended that the Town maintain the current tax rate at fifty three cents ($0.53) per one hundred dollars of valuation and continue to focus on the cleanup of our Town to increase our quality of life as well as our property values.  He added that this focus will help offset escalating costs of energy prices, fuel costs, healthcare expenses and the many services and infrastructure needed due to current and impending growth.  
Town Manager Price stated that the recommended Rate and Fee Schedule for FY 2008-09  was included in the current year’s budget and thereby covered all operating expenses.  He added that the changes incorporated into the rate and fee schedule merely offset the costs associated with each area of service that the related fee is derived from.  He stated that the most significant changes were included in utility connection fees: access fees, acreage fees, capacity fees and meter charges, which increased by ten percent.  He added that there were no fee increases in inspection and planning services, permit fees for residential construction, permit fees for commercial construction or planning service fees.
Town Manager Price stated that water and sewer rates would remain the same due to previous studies that were done and an increase was imposed approximately three years ago that would pay for the current sewer project being done with Harnett County and selling the treatment end of our sewer back to the County.  He added that the grant money received from USDA has helped the Town tremendously.

Town Manager Price added that the gas prices and health care costs have effected local governments a great deal and this was a very lean budget.  He expressed appreciation to Finance Director Justin Merritt as well as department heads for their input in preparation of the budget.
Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Clerk Joyce Valley who stated that the public was duly notified that the FY 2008-09 Budget was submitted to the Town of Angier Board of Commissioners at a special meeting held on May 19, 2008 and that a copy of the Proposed Budget was available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office.  She added that the notice set a public hearing in reference to same for 7:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter, this evening and the notice was advertised in the Angier Independent on May 20, 2008.
Mayor Ellington asked if there was anyone present to speak for or against the Proposed  FY 2008-09 Budget and Fee Schedule.

Mr. Donald Gregory, a resident of 615 McIver Street, requested that the Board reconsider or delay the ten percent increase in utility connection fees, specifically acreage fees, due to the recession.  He stated that housing sales were terrible in Angier and he was speaking on behalf of developers who saw a fee increase last year and are paying premium fees.

Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to Mr. Gregory for his comments and asked if anyone else would like to comment.

Hearing none, Mayor Ellington closed the public hearing in reference to the Proposed FY 2008-09 Budget and FY 2008-09 Fee Schedule at 7:18 p.m.

7-b-Public Hearing-Amended Ordinance to Remove or Demolish Structure located at 407 West Lillington Street-Mayor Ellington recognized Town Clerk Joyce Valley who stated that the public has been duly notified by advertisement in the Daily Record on May 27, 2008 that a public hearing would be held concerning the an Amended Ordinance to Direct the Code Enforcement Officer to Remove or Demolish the Property located at 407 West Lilllington Street. She added that an ordinance was adopted at the May 12, 2008 meeting; however, pursuant to direction by the Town Attorney, additional verbiage has been added to the text of the ordinance to include specific time limitations.  She further added that the public has been notified of the public hearing by certified mail that the public hearing was scheduled for this evening. 
Mayor Ellington asked if there was anyone present to speak for or against an Amended Ordinance to Remove or Demolish Structure located at 407 West Lillington Street at 7:19 p.m.
Hearing none, Mayor Ellington closed the public hearing in reference to same at 7:20 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.
8a.
FY 2008-09 Budget Ordinance and FY 2008-09 Fee Schedule-Mayor Ellington Temporary Road Closure-Mayor Ellington asked if any members of the Board would like to further discuss the proposed budget.

Hearing no further comment, Mayor Ellington entertained a motion.
ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously approved a motion to adopt the FY 2008-2009 Budget Ordinance and FY 2008-2009 Fee Schedule as presented by Town Manager Coley Price. 
MOTION BY:  CARNEY
SECOND BY:  SURLES
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS
(The FY 2008-2009 Budget and Fee Schedule is on file in the Clerk’s Office.  Ordinance #0-2008-06 is hereby incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #7).
8b.
Amended Ordinance to Direct the Code Enforcement Officer to Remove or Demolish the Property Located at 407 West Lillington Street-Mayor Ellington asked the Board members if they would like to add any further comments or deliberate further on this issue.

With no further deliberation, Mayor Ellington entertained a motion.

Action:  The Town Board unanimously approved Ordinance #0-2008-07-An Amended Ordinance to Direct the Code Enforcement Officer to Remove or Demolish the Property Located at 407 West Lillington Street..

MOTION BY: PLEASANT
SECOND BY: CARNEY
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS
(Ordinance #0-2008-07 is hereby incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #8).
8c.
Resolution of Consideration-Town Initiated Annexations-Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Price who stated that pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160-37, no resolution of intent may be adopted under N.C.G.S. 160-37(a) unless the town board has, by resolution, adopted at least one year prior to adoption of the resolution of intent, identified the area as being under consideration for annexation and included a statement in the resolution notifying persons subject to the annexation of their rights.

Town Manager Price informed the Board that the Town has no immediate plans for town-initiated annexation and that the Resolution of Consideration remains in effect for two years after adoption.  He advised them that the last resolution of consideration was adopted in December, 2004.  He added that a map of the urban growth boundary was incorporated into the resolution as being under future consideration.

Mayor Ellington asked if the Board had any questions or comments regarding the Resolution of Consideration for Town Initiated Annexations.  Hearing no comments, he entertained a motion.
Action:  The Town Board unanimously adopted Resolution #R-2008-09-Resolution of Consideration-Town Initiated Annexations.
MOTION BY: CARNEY
SECOND BY: SURLES
VOTE: UNANIMOUS

(#R-2008-09 is hereby incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #9).
9.  Manager’s Report-Town Manager Coley Price expressed appreciation to the Board for their consideration and approval of the FY 2008-09 Budget and provided the following update:

· Small Town Main Street-The sessions are going extremely well and we’d like to invite everyone to the next meeting on Thursday, June 12 2008 at 3:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at Town Hall.  These committees are formed by the public and stress needs to be placed on the fact that downtown revitalization is a community effort.
· Town Hall Day-Will be held on Wednesday, June 4, 2008.
· Town Board Meeting—The Town Board meeting was changed from July 1 to July 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. due to Fourth of July holiday week.
· Planning Board Meeting-The July meeting is schedule for July 15, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
· Family Movie Night-The Library has planned a family movie night to be held at Jack Marley Park.  A 20’ inflatable television screen will be showing the movie “ET” beginning at 8:00 p.m.  
Town Manager Price asked the Board if there were any questions or comments.

Commissioner Surles asked Town Manager Price if he could elaborate further on the downtown revitalization grant matching funds.

Town Manager Price stated that the grant applied for by the Town is called North Carolina Step through the NC Rural Center and funded by the General Assembly in the amount of $130,000.00.  He further stated that the grant helps with downtown revitalization and the town should hear from that grant by the end of this month.

Commissioner Surles asked if there was a Plan B in place in the event the Town did not receive the grant.

Town Manager Price stated that there was no funding of that magnitude available and it would hurt or delay revitalization efforts if the grant is not received.  He added that as far as Plan B, there were other avenues which could be explored should the grant not come to fruition.
Town Manager Priced stated that during the budget discussion, he failed to mention that the Town of Angier absorbed close to $300,000.00 in this year’s budget in order to balance the budget.  He added that citizens need to be aware that the Town was able to absorb this amount because previous Boards have been fiscally conservative to provide the Town with that amount of fund balance, which is why residents were not faced with increased water and sewer bills this budget year.

10. Mayor and /Town Board Reports-Commissioner Carney asked for an update on the Peddler, Solicitor and Itinerant Merchant Ordinance and Yard Sale Ordinance.

Town Manager Price reviewed the ordinances and stated that Town Staff will continue to
educate the public regarding the new ordinances until midnight on June 30, 2008.  He 
added that warning citations are being given to those citizens who are not adhering to t
he ordinances until that time.

Commissioner Surles asked if highlights of the ordinances could be included in the next 
Town newsletter.


Town Manager Price responded yes.
11.
Staff and Informational Items-Provided in agenda packets.
13.   Adjournment-There being no further business for the evening, the June 3, 2008 meeting of the Angier Board of Commissioners was adjourned following a motion by Commissioner Honeycutt, a second by Commissioner Carney and a unanimous vote at 8:00  p.m.  
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R.H. Ellington

 










Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Joyce H. Valley, MMC

Town Clerk

Addendum pages as referenced in these minutes follow and are a part of the official record.
