TOWN OF ANGIER BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Minutes
June 2, 2009

The Town of Angier Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 2, 2009 in the Board Room of the Municipal Building, 28 North Raleigh Street.  Mayor R.H. Ellington presided, calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established as the mayor and three board members were present as the meeting opened.  

Commissioners Present:  Commissioners Joe Pleasant, Billy Surles, Craig Honeycutt
Commissioners Absent:  Mayor Pro-Tem Stanley Carney was excused-out of town.
Staff Members Present: Coley Price, Town Manager;  Joyce Valley, Town Clerk; Jimmy Cook, Public Utilities Director; Bobby Hallman, Police Chief; Amanda Davis, Librarian; Police Chief Bobby Hallman and Code Enforcement Officer Mike Hill and Planning Clerk Betty Pearson.  Town Attorney Ray Pleasant was absent due to vacation. Also present was Planning Board Chairman Ted Holmes, and Planning Board Members Alvis McKoy and Peter Diefenbach.  Kim Lambert represented the Angier Independent.

2 and 3.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the meeting opened with an invocation by Mayor Ellington.
4.
Consideration of Agenda:  The June 2, 2009 meeting agenda was adopted with changes, if any, listed below. 

Items Added to the Agenda:  Recognition-Angier Kiwanis Club-Clean Sweep-“Adopt A Highway”-Added to New Business.

Items Removed from the Agenda:  None

Motion By: SURLES

Second By: PLEASANT

Vote: 
UNANIMOUS 3-0


5. Public Forum-At this time, Mayor Ellington opened the Public Forum and an opportunity was provided for members of the audience to address the Board of Commissioners on any variety of topics not listed on the night’s agenda.

With no one coming forward to speak to the Town Board, Mayor Ellington closed the Public Forum.

6-a.
Presentation-Resolution-Angier Mega School Reunion Committee-There were several members of the Angier Mega School Reunion Committee present.  Mayor Ellington presented the Resolution to Chair of the Committee, Wandra Raynor.  Mayor Ellington told the group that he had heard all kinds of accolades regarding the Mega High School Reunion and expressed appreciation to the group for all their hours of commitment. (Attachment #1)
Mrs. Carol Langdon expressed appreciation to the Mayor, Town Board and Town Staff 
for their help and support of the reunion events and for their efforts in keeping the Town of Angier clean and maintained.  
7-a.
PUBLIC HEARING-FY 2009-2010 BUDGET/FEE SCHEDULE

Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who offered highlights of the proposed FY 2009-2010 Budget and Fee Schedule.  He stated that recommended budget is balance and in accordance with the North Carolina General Statutes and it is necessary to address a revenue-neutral tax rate as a part of this budget.  He added that with the loss of revenues, the Town could not operate on a revenue-neutral budget.
Town Manager Price also stated that the revaluation for Harnett County for the Town of Angier will generate $293,000, which would not fund the shortfall of the FY 2008-2009 budget, so his recommendation is to maintain the tax rate at fifty-three cents (0.53) per one hundred dollars of valuation and continue to focus on the cleanup of our Town to increase our quality of life as well as our property values.    He added that this focus will help offset the escalating costs of energy prices, fuel costs, healthcare expenses and the many services and infrastructure needed due to current and impending growth.  

Town Manager Price stated that the recommended Rate and Fee Schedule was included for FY 2009-2010 and covered all operating expenses.  He added that no cost of living increase or merit increase for Town employees was included in this fiscal year budget.  He further added that his recommendation was to amend the longevity pay and health insurance policies for Town employees, which would result in an additional cost to the  Town of approximately $3500.00.  
Town Manager Price stated that the budget reflects an increase in group health insurance rates of six percent, with a change in plans from Blue Options to Blue Cross 1-2-3 plan which is more co-pay and less coverage, and also with an increase to the Town of approximately $10,339.

Mayor Ellington opened the public hearing at 7:14 p.m.  He asked if there was anyone present to speak for or against the FY 2009-2010 Budget and Fee Schedule.

Hearing none, Mayor Ellington closed the public hearing in reference to same at 7:16 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.

8.
Consent Agenda-The Town Board considered the following items under the consent agenda:

a. Minutes-May 5, 2009-Regular Town Board Meeting
b. Minutes-May 18, 2009-Special Call Town Board Meeting
c. Personnel Policy-Amendment to Retirement Insurance and Longevity Policies (Attachment #2)
d. Budget Amendments #BOA2009.18-#BOA2009.25 (Attachment #3)
BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously approved the consent agenda as presented.  

MOTION BY:  HONEYCUTT
SECOND BY:  SURLES
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS-3-0
9-a. 
FY 2009-2010 Budget-2009/2010 Fee Schedule-Mayor Ellington asked the Town Board if they would like to comment or ask any further questions concerning the budget.  He commented on the current economy and stated that in all of his years, he had not encountered an economy as erratic as the current one.  Hearing no further comment, Mayor Ellington entertained a motion.

Board Action:  The Town Board approved the FY 2009-2010 Budget and Fee Schedule as presented by Town Manager Coley Price.  (Attachment #4-Budget Message)  Clerk’s note:  The Budget Ordinance is included in the Book of Ordinances as Attachment #5-O-2009-1) and the FY 2009-2010 Budget and 2009-2010 Fee Schedule is located in a binder in the Town Clerk’s office)
MOTION BY:PLEASANT
SECOND BY: SURLES
VOTE: UNANIMOUS 3-0
9-b.
Ordinance to Close Structure located at 31 West Wimberly Street-Apartment #1-North Raleigh Apartments-Mayor Ellington requested that Code Enforcement Officer Mike Hill address the Town Board to offer explanation of this matter.  Mr. Hill stated that on July 14, 2008, he was authorized and directed to proceed to close the structure located at 31 West Wimberly Street, Apartment #1, North Raleigh Apartments (PIN0674-70-3917.0000 in accordance with the Town of Angier Housing Code and NCGS 160A-443.

Mr. Hill stated that this Order followed inspections noted in the Memorandum dated May 20, 2009 to the Town Board.  He stated that Mr. Ryan Adams, owner of the property, had been very cooperative throughout the process by attending hearings and repairing the property by October 7, 2008; however, a re-inspection of the property was done on March 31, 2009 with Mr. Ryan Adams present and all violations were corrected except the windows were still inadequate for egress in case of fire or panic.  Mr. Hill further stated that to date, the owner has not complied with the order of the Finding of Facts Order.
Mr. Ryan Adams requested to address the Town Board regarding this matter.  He stated that he and his brother, Todd Adams, had met every request ordered by the Code Enforcement Officer and felt they were being picked on with regard to this particular building.  He stated that the building was old and they would need to dig around it to change the window size and there are many old buildings in town with the same issue.
Mr. Adams suggested that the Town Board investigate all avenues prior to requiring that the building be town down and that it would not be wise to vote for something that could possible lead to litigation.

Commissioner Surles stated that he felt this Ordinance to close the structure was an over-reach on the part of the Code Enforcement Officer because the owner has done everything to bring the house to code with the exception of replace the windows.  He asked Code Enforcement Officer Mike Hill if he was going to go to other houses in Angier with the same window issue and enforce that those windows be replaced.
After discussion, Mayor Ellington suggested that the Town Board table this matter until further investigation.

BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board tabled the Ordinance to Close Structure located at 31 West Wimberly Street-Apartment #1-North Raleigh Apartments until the matter could be investigated further by Staff.
MOTION BY:  PLEASANT
SECOND BY:  HONEYCUTT
VOTE: UNANIMOUS
9-c.
FY 2009/2009 Building Reuse & Restoration Grant-Contract-Rural Center


Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who stated that the Rural Economic Development Center, Inc. has selected the Town of Angier for funding under the Development Grants Program in the amount of $96,000.000 for the project entitled “Village Center Project Phase II” in order to create eight (8) jobs.  He added that due to this award, an Agreement by and between the Town of Angier and the Rural Economic Development Center, Inc. is required by the Rural Center to be executed since the Town is sponsoring Mr. Joe Langley’s intent to create those jobs by renovation of a downtown building to open “Grandma’s Couch”, a fabric shop.
BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously approved an agreement by and between the Town of Angier and the Rural Economic Development Center, Inc. for the project entitled “Village Center Project Phase II” as funded by Mr. Joe Langley.  (Attachment #6)
9-d.
Request for Car Show and Street Closing-June 27, 2009-Dup’s Auto Parts-Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who stated that a request was made by Grant Dupree to have a benefit car show downtown on June 27, 2009.  Town Manager Price asked Mr. Grant Dupree to come forward to address the Town Board with his request.
Mr. Grant Dupree, owner of Dup’s Auto Parts, stated that his company had sponsored this type of benefit in the past with a car show and requested that upon DOT approval, that the Town Board allows the car show to take place on Saturday, June 27, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Dupree stated that they had done this event in the past and would like to sponsor it once again to help victims of cancer.  He further stated that he has requested DOT approval of the closure of McIver Street to Highway 210 and they would also like to utilize the parking lot of Town Hall.
BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously agreed to allow Grant Dupree and Willie Greene to hold the “6th Annual Cancer Benefit Car Show of Angier, NC” on Saturday, June 27, 2009, pending DOT approval for street closing.  


MOTION BY:  PLEASANT

SECOND BY:  SURLES

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS 3-0

9-e.
Recognition of Kiwanis Club- “Adopt A Highway” program-Mayor Ellington yielded to Commissioner Billy Surles who stated that the Kiwanis Club adopted Highway 55 from city limit to city limit and cleaned the area during DOT’s Clean Sweep campaign.   
Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to the group of Kiwanis and to Commissioner Surles for bringing this item to the Board’s attention.

10-a
Manager’s Report
Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who provided the following report to the Town Board:

· Planning Board-There will be no Planning Board meeting on June 9, 2009; however, we are discussing the possibility of calling a work session to discuss the Unified Development Ordinance in the latter part of the month.

· The Small Town Main Street committee will meeting on Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Conference Room.

· A ribbon cutting will be held at the new Angier Chamber of Commerce and NC Department of Motor Vehicles Offices on June 12, 2009 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Town Manager Price informed the Town Board that there will not be a Planning Board meeting in June; however, he and Harnett County Planning Director Joseph Jeffers were discussing the possibility of conducting a joint Town Board and Planning Board meeting to begin the task of reviewing the work to date on the Unified Development Ordinance.  He added that the respective Board members would be notified when the meeting was scheduled.
Town Manager Price requested that Public Utilities Director Jimmy Cook provide an update of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Conversion project.  Mr. Cook stated that the force main along Highway 421 has been inspected and approved and the pump station is on order and should be onsite within six to eight weeks.  He further stated that the surveyor is working on the gravity interceptor plans and should be completed by the end of the week.
Town Manager Price reminded the Board that the 8th Annual Bike Fest would be held on Saturday, June 6, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  He informed the Town Board that a workshop would be scheduled to discuss the Town’s garbage collection and commercial collection with the General Manager of Waste Industries within the next week.
Town Manager Price yielded to Mr. Joe Langley who informed the Town Board that the grant funds are the difference between his being able to revitalize the downtown building where he plans to open “Grandma’s Couch” and not being able to do so.  He stated that because there were no comps for appraisals in Angier, the banks would not loan 80% of the value without the support of the grant and the town.  He added that the building revitalization would do wonders for downtown and Cooley’s Too would be opening in the adjacent corner building soon.
Town Manager Price thanked Mr. Langley and stated that Mr. Langley has been to several economic development workshops at the Rural Center and has been instrumental in seeing that the downtown area strives with business development.

Town Manager Price expressed appreciation to the Mayor and Town Board for their vision and hard work over the past fiscal year.

11.
Mayor and Town Board Reports-None
12.
Staff and Informational Items-Included in the agenda packets

13.
A closed session was not called.

14.
Adjournment-With no further business for the evening of June 2, 2009, Mayor Ellington adjourned the meeting following a motion by Commissioner Pleasant and a second by Commissioner Surles at 8:10 p.m.
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R.H. Ellington

 










Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Joyce H. Valley, MMC

Town Clerk

Addendum pages as referenced in these minutes follow and are a part of the official record.

