TOWN OF ANGIER BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Minutes

Regular Meeting

November 1, 2011

The Town of Angier Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, November 1, 2011 in the Board Room of the Municipal Building, 28 North Raleigh Street.  Mayor R.H. Ellington presided, calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established as the Mayor and four board members were present as the meeting opened.  

Commissioners Present: Commissioners Billy Surles, Craig Honeycutt, Billy Yeargin and Alvis McKoy.

Commissioners Absent:  None
Staff Members Present: Coley Price, Town Manager; Joyce Valley, Town Clerk; Amanda Davis, Library Director, Betty Pearson, Planning Technician, Jimmy Cook, Public Works Director,  Bobby Hallman, Police Chief.  Also present were Planning Board members Ted Holmes and Peter Diefenbach.  Kim Lambert represented the Angier Independent.  

2 and 3.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the meeting opened with an invocation by Commissioner Alvis McKoy.

4.
Consideration of Agenda:  The November 1, 2011 meeting agenda was adopted with changes, if any, listed below. 


None

5.
Public Forum-At this time, an opportunity was provided for members of the audience who wished to address the Board of Commissioners on any variety of topics not listed on the night’s agenda.

With no one coming forward to address the Town Board, Mayor Ellington closed the public forum.  He stated that Mrs. Susan Holbrook requested to address the Town Board.  He yielded to Mrs. Holbrook.
Mrs. Susan Holbrook, a resident of 137 South Poplar Street, presented the Town Board with a petition of those opposed to a sidewalk being constructed along Poplar Street. (Attachment #1)
Mayor Ellington asked if there were any residents present who would like to address the Town Board concerning the sidewalk.

Jori Vasgaard, a resident of 87 S. Poplar Street, stood in opposition of the sidewalk at Mrs. Holbrook’s request.

Jamie Walker, a resident of 59 South Poplar Street asked what side of Poplar Street was planned for the sidewalk.

Public Works Director Jimmy Cook responded that the sidewalk is planned for the right hand side of the road from 210 to Lillington Street and from Lillington to McIver Street on the left hand side of the road.

(Clerk’s Note:  Mr. Walker’s name was NOT on the petition presented by Mrs. Holbrook)

Mayor Ellington stated that the project has been bid and the Town is limited as to what can be done at this point.  He further stated that at this time, the Town is waiting on a letter from NCDOT for authorization to construct and the contractor will begin work after January 1, 2012. 
Town Manager Price stated that he could address concerns of the residents in written form and would be happy to show each resident the plans for the project, as well as discuss the project in detail with them.

Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to Mrs. Holbrook for addressing the Town Board.

6.
Consent Agenda

a.   Minutes-October 4, 2011 Town Board meeting

b.   Budget Amendment #BOA2012.04 (Attachment #2)

c.   Wake County Tax Report

d.  Proclamation-Veteran’s Day 2011 (Attachment #3)
e.  Proclamation-Home Care & Hospice Month-2011 (Attachment #4)
7.
Public Hearing and Consideration
a. Amendment of 2011-2012 Rate and Fee Schedule to Add Electronic Gaming Operations

Public Hearing 
Mayor Ellington yielded to Town Manager Coley Price who stated that due to recent electronic gaming operation inquiries, Town Staff has reviewed legislation as well as polled area municipalities regarding establishment of privilege license fees for such businesses.

Town Manager Price stated that at the current time, there are no state laws governing electronic gaming operations (i.e. internet cafes, internet sweepstakes cafes.  He offered the Board a brief overview of the recent history of electronic gaming operation.
Town Manager Price stated that in 2007, video gaming machines, used primarily for video poker, were to be removed from the state by July, 1, 2007 and in April, 2008, the NC House banned online sweepstakes operations but by the time the 2008 server-based gaming ban became effective, the manufacturers of gaming machines modified their method of operation thereby creating a loophole in the law.
As a result of this loophole, the issue is now in the hands of the General Assembly and it is unlikely that they will adopt significant legislation this year; therefore, municipalities may establish fees and issue privilege license for these operations.
Staff has recommended the amendment of the 2011-2012 Rate and Fee Schedule to add Electronic Gaming Operations with a privilege license fee of $1,000 per business and $500 per machine effective upon the vote of the Town Board. 

Town Manager Price stated that under the Unified Development Ordinance, these establishments are allowed in the General Commercial District but a Special Use Permit would be required in the Central Business District.  He stated that should the Board approve the amendment, business owners would be notified of the amendment and addition of fees for electronic gaming operations.  He added that business owners wishing to open such establishments would be charged the fees immediately and business owners who currently have these machines in their facility will be grandfathered until June 30, 2011 and billed accordingly for privilege licenses issued July 1, 2012.
Mayor Ellington closed the regular session at 7:25 p.m. and opened the public hearing in reference to amending the 2011-2012 Rate and Fee Schedule to add Electronic Gaming Operations with Staff recommendation and asked if there was anyone present to speak for or against this amendment.

Hearing none, Mayor Ellington closed the public hearing in reference to amendment of the rate and fee schedule and reopened the regular session at 7:28 p.m. and asked the Board if they would like to discuss the amendment.
Commissioner Surles asked if local municipalities had been polled and Town Manager Price responded yes and he provided the current fees for each municipality who currently imposes a fee for such establishments.

After general discussion, Mayor Ellington entertained a motion.

BOARD ACTION-The Town Board unanimously approved an amendment to the 2011-2012 Rate and Fee Schedule to add Electronic Gaming Operations with a fee of $1000 per business and $500 per machine.  (Attachment #5)

MOTION BY:   HONEYCUTT
SECOND BY: SURLES
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

8. New Business

a. Resolution-Sidewalk Master Plan-NCDOT-Town Manager Price stated that the Town of Angier applied for a grant last year and was not a recipient.  He further stated that this Resolution is needed in order to reapply with NCDOT for grant funding for this project which is the preparation of a Pedestrian Plan for the development of a masterplan to determine areas in town where facilities are lacking or need improvement and prioritizing those needed improvements to achieve a safe pedestrian network that fully connects the Town.  
Town Manager Price stated that the requested grant award is $20,000 with a commitment of $5,000 from the Town of Angier to prepare this plan.
BOARD ACTION: The Town Board unanimously approved a Resolution of Support to request financial assistance to prepare a detailed Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan, requesting $20,000 in grant funds and committing $5,000 to prepare this plan. (Attachment #6)
MOTION BY:  SURLES
SECOND BY:  YEARGIN

VOTE:  UNANIMOUS
b. Deed of Dedication-Acceptance Angier Baptist Church-Town Manager Coley Price stated that Angier Baptist Church donated 0.6 acres of property located on the east side of Willow Street to the Town of Angier.  He further stated that a Quitclaim Deed was prepared and his recommendation is that the Town Board accepts the Deed of Dedication.
Commissioner Surles asked if the Town is currently maintaining this property.  

Town Manager Price responded yes.

Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to Angier Baptist Church for this donation of land.  He stated that once the property is cleaned, a use for the land could be determined by Staff.
BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously accepted 0.6 acres of land located on the east side of Willow Street as donated by Angier Baptist Church. (Attachment #7)
MOTION BY:  YEARGIN
SECOND BY:  SURLES

VOTE:  UNANIMOUS
c. Bond Order-Angier-Refunding of Series A and Series B Sewer Bonds-Town Manager Price stated that a detailed synopsis was included in the Board’s agenda packets; however, Staff has researched a method to save money for Town of Angier citizens and learned that sewer bonds could be refinanced, saving $500,000 over the life of the loan.
As a result, the term of the note has been reduced to 15 years with a 3.57% interest rate over the term of the loan; therefore, Series A Sewer Bond Resolution and Series B Sewer Bond Resolution needs Board adoption in order to move forward with the loan process.

BOARD ACTION-The Town Board unanimously approved a Resolution of refunding the Town’s outstanding (i) Sanitary Sewer Bond, Series A, and Sanitary Sewer Bond, Series B, both dated August 29, 1994 for the purpose of achieving debt service savings.  (Attachment #8)

MOTION BY:   SURLES
SECOND BY: YEARGIN
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS

8.
Manager’s Report

Town Manager Price yielded to Library Director Amanda Davis to provide an update of Halloween festivities, who advised that although it was raining during the event held at Depot Square, the turnout was better than expected and everyone had a great time.
Town Manager Price provided the Town Board with the following update:

· Depot Renovation-Meetings are still being held with landscapers and ideas are being shared.  Town Manager Price welcomed comments from the public regarding this landscaping project.  He stated that a date has not been set; however, citizens may call Town Hall to obtain more information.
· Landscaping has been done in front of Town Hall, providing a much needed “facelift”.
· Wayfinding Signage-We are waiting on Federal approval in order to proceed with this project.
· McIver Street Sidewalk-Landscaping has been done at the Angier Elementary School sign.
· Poplar Street Sidewalk- Bid Opening was held October 24th at 2:00 p.m.  A letter was sent to NCDOT today requesting that this project move forward.
· Entrance Signs-Public Works Director Jimmy Cook informed the Board that Advanced Signs would be pouring the footing for the entrance sign at Johnson’s Landing this week.  He provided a sewer project update to the Board and stated that 1,300 linear feet of pipe has been laid for the project and completion is expected by June, 2012.  He informed the Board that as expected and discussed at a previous Board meeting, a 2nd notice of violation regarding state levels of THM’s has been received by the Town and notice will be sent out to the public.  He added that he is currently taking samples, but if a monitoring unit can be leased, the process will be expedited.  He stated that the Town’s water supply is safe to drink.
· Town Offices will be closed on Friday, November 11th in observance of Veteran’s Day.

· Town Offices will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 25th and 26th for Thanksgiving holiday.

· Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  Polls will be open from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.  New location is Angier Elementary School Gymnasium, 103 E. McIver Street.

· Thursday, December 1st-Christmas in the Square-Tree Lighting Ceremony-Depot Square-6:30 p.m.   Preliminary activities:  Gingerbread house, Reindeer Food, Santa, hayrides, Carolers, area high school choral groups.

· Saturday, December-3rd-Angier Christmas Parade-10:00 a.m.

· No Planning Board meeting on November 8th-Special joint meeting called in the very near future to discuss redevelopment and visioning session.

· Board of Adjustment Meeting-Tuesday, November 15, 2011-7:00 p.m.

· Farm Tour lunch meeting sponsored by Angier Chamber on November 18th at 12 noon.

Adjournment: With no further business to discuss for the evening of October 4, 2011, motion by Commissioner Surles, second by Commissioner McKoy to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m.  Motion unanimously approved.
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R.H. Ellington












Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Joyce H. Valley, MMC

Town Clerk

Addendum pages as referenced in these minutes follow and are a part of the official record.

