TOWN OF ANGIER BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Minutes
February 2, 2010
The Town of Angier Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, Feb 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Municipal Building, 28 North Raleigh Street.  Mayor R.H. Ellington presided, calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established as the mayor and four board members were present as the meeting opened.  

Commissioners Present:  Commissioners Joe Pleasant, Billy Surles, Craig Honeycutt, and Mayor Pro-Tem Stanley Carney 

Commissioners Absent:  None

Staff Members Present: Coley Price, Town Manager; Joyce Valley, Town Clerk, Bobby Hallman, Police Chief, Amanda Davis, Librarian,  Betty Pearson, Planning Technician and Ray Pleasant, Town Attorney.  Planning Board Members Ted Holmes, Everette Blake III and were also present.
2 and 3.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the meeting opened with an invocation by Mayor Pro-Tem Stanley Carney.

4. 
Consideration of Agenda:  The February 2, 2010 meeting agenda was adopted with changes, if any, as listed below:

· Town Manager Coley Priced informed the Town Board that the Mega High School Reunion Committee has requested  to add Purple Gold Day Designation to the agenda under the Consent Agenda.  He stated that this day will be designated as a follow-up to the tremendous efforts and success of the Mega High School Reunion committee that was formed last year.  He stated that the committee requested that the Town Board designate May 1, 2010 and the first Saturday in May annually, as Purple Gold Day for any classes that would like to get together at the Depot for dinner, etc.  He added that the Depot and grounds have been reserved for this day.
· Mr. Price also informed the Town Board that because of inclement weather, Harnett Central High  School was closed today; therefore, the Resolution in honor of the football team would be presented at the March 2, 2010 Town Board meeting and should be deleted from tonight’s agenda.

Items Added to the Agenda:  Consent-Declaration-Purple Gold Day-May 1, 2010

Items Removed from the Agenda: Presentation-Harnett Central High School Football-Resolution
Motion By:  Honeycutt

Second By:  Carney
Vote: 
Unanimous
BOARD ACTION:  The Town Board unanimously approved the February 2, 2010 agenda with changes as noted above.
5.
Public Forum-.Mayor Ellington stated that resident Michael Kesick had requested to address the Town Board regarding the sewer outfall line project.   Mayor Ellington stated that an exception to the usual five minute rule was being extended to Mr. Kesick due to the necessity of this project to the area.  He explained that board action or deliberation could be taken during the public forum.   Mayor Ellington asked Mr. Kesick to come forward to present his comments to the Board.
Michael Kesick, a resident of 205 Creekside Drive, stated that he was acting as spokesperson for residents in the area of the proposed sewer outfall line who signed a petition to request that the Town investigate other options with placement of the line in their area.  He added that the residents were not against the project, but felt that property values would be affected with the current proposed placement of the sewer line.  Mr. Kesick stated that initially, the residents had conflicting information as far as if this project was a county project or a town project.  
Mayor Ellington advised that the sewer outfall project was a combination county/town project.

Mr. Kesick stated that according to the plans, the residents, being south of Chalybeate Springs Road, are at the burden of loss of property values as opposed to where the pipeline is going through other area.  

Mayor Ellington advised Mr. Kesick that he could follow through with explanation, but this Board is not in a position to answer technical questions that must be given by the Town’s engineer.  
Mr. Kesick stated that it was the opinion of the residents that their property values would be affected because the people north of the area because their property is being used to raise horses and livestock which is what Creekside Farms how originally marketed.  He further stated at the area north of Creekside Farms is practically a no man’s land and if he were one of the landowners in that area, he would not oppose the placement of the sewer line going through the property.  

Mayor Ellington stated that this was an engineering problem and introduced Mr. Kesick to Bill Dreitzler, the Town’s Engineer.  

Mr. Kesick requested that the Town Board and Staff look at existing easements and right of ways to get the pipeline as opposed to going through Creekside Farms, which is all they could do as residents.  He said that as collective landowners, they felt the need to present a petition to the Board to express their opposition to the current layout of the line.  He stated that he had some information based on nitrates as if there were a spill, what the adverse effects would be on their existing property because they do have cattle and horses. (Attachment #1-Petition)
Mr. Kesick stated that he had noted approximately ten items that he feel are important issues should the pipeline go through the property as currently proposed.  He added that the Town would have a difficult time maintaining the pipeline due to the area being a wetland.  He further stated that the area is subject to flooding and if there was a pipeline break, he questions how the Town would maintain the line.

Mayor Ellington advised that Mr. Kesick’s issue was strictly an engineering issue and stated that he would like Town Staff to address how the project has proceeded thus far.  He yielded to Town Clerk Joyce Valley.
Town Clerk Joyce Valley stated that the following notifications to the public in reference to the Sanitary Sewer System were as follows:

· Angier Town Board meeting:  July 26, 2007 at 7:30 a.m.-Angier Municipal Building

· Notice of the Availability of an Environmental Assessment as mandated by USDA was advertised on July 24, 25, 26, 2007 in the Daily Record.

· Public Notice of Consideration of bond order authorizing the issuance of sanitary sewer system revenue bonds and anticipation notes was advertised on February 3, 2009 and meeting was held on February 9, 2009.

· Letters were mailed to affected residents by Public Utilities Director Jimmy Cook on December 21, 2007 notifying them of the Town’s intention of designing a Sanitary Sewer Main in the vicinity of their property.
Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to Mrs. Valley and stated that the Town has tried to inform the residents of the Town’s intentions with regard to this project, which was split by USDA  due to the magnitude of the project which also included a pump station.   He added that this is the reason there was some time involved before actually informing the residents of the second phase of the project.    He also informed Mr. Kesick that USDA was loaning the Town the funds, plus, the Town received a grant from USDA, who dictates to the Town how and when to go forward with the project.
Mr. Kesick requested that the Board review various options and stated that he realizes that the Town is under a time constraint and that prices are inflating for the project on a daily basis.

Mayor Ellington stated that the Town was behind on this project and with grant funds at stake for this project, it is important that decisions be made as quickly as possible in order to remain in compliance with USDA requirements.  Mayor Ellington requested that Town Engineer Bill Dreitzler address the issues brought up by Mr. Kesick as related to the sewer line project.  
Mr. Dreitzler stated that this was a gravity fed sewer line and was the least expensive to operate and maintain.  He stated that in terms of Mr. Kesick’s specific property and the line running up along creekside, there has been a profile done on that area and his firm is in the process of doing rock evaluation for the entire line and also on both routes and cost estimates will be prepared for both alternatives and make the decision at that time.  He added that his firm has just secured the ECS to do the rock profiles and once they receive that information, the process should not take more than a week and they would certainly share the information with Mr. Kesick.
Mr. Kesick stated that they merely wanted the Town to look at more alternatives and be able to get the pipeline where the Town wants it to be versus choosing a bad area to lay the line as far as future maintenance of the line.  He advised Mr. Dreitzler that the firm’s engineer was extremely surprised at how wet the property was when he looked at it and the Town must maintain the line multiple times a year.  He stated that the Town may be looking at a short term gain, but the Town needs to look at the long term as far as placement of the pipeline because he has been told that this line will service Angier for one hundred years.
Mr. David Chandler, a resident of 305 Creekside Drive, stated that he is one hundred percent opposed to the suggested route of the pipeline being placed along the suggested route Creekside Drive because this route goes through the middle of his property and he does not approve.  He further stated that he does approve of the current proposed route as presented by the Town’s engineering firm.  (Attachment #2-Letter of opposition to petitioners) 
Mr. Greg Hayes, a resident of 131 Creekside Drive, stated that the residents who signed the petition were merely asking that the Town look at alternatives for placement of the sewer line.  He said that he could not help but think there are enough existing right of ways and landowners who would welcome a sewer line going through their property so the Town would not be forcing this on the residents who are opposed to the current project layout of the sewer lines.
Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to those citizens who addressed the Board and with no one else coming forward to speak regarding this issue, he stated that the Town would plan to get in touch with the property owners after alternatives have been investigated and closed the public forum.  Mayor Ellington stated that the Town’s engineering firm is aware of the concerns and all avenues will be investigated as expeditiously as possible as this project is very important to the Town of Angier.

 With no one coming forward to address the Town Board, Mayor Ellington closed the Public Forum.
Mayor Ellington recognized that today was Commissioner Joe Pleasant’s birthday.  The Board and audience sang Happy Birthday to Commissioner Pleasant.

7.
Consent Agenda-The Town Board unanimously approved the following consent items following a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Carney, a second by Commissioner Pleasant and a unanimous vote:

a. Minutes-January 5, 2010 town Board Meeting
b. Capital Improvement Plan-Updated-(Attachment #3)
c. Wake County Tax Report

d. Proclamation-Black History Month (Attachment #4)
e. Declaration-Purple Gold Day-1st Saturday in May each year

Board Action-The Town Board unanimously approved the consent agenda.  Mayor Ellington asked Mayor Pro-Tem Carney to read the Proclamation designating February as Black History Month.
MOTION BY:  CARNEY
SECOND BY:   SURLES
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS
New Business

8-a.
ABC Store Debt Service-5 year agreement-Discussion and Consideration-Jerry Hockaday-Mayor Ellington  ABC Chairman Jerry Hockaday to address the Board regarding the financial condition of the ABC Board following their recent audit. 
Mr. Hockaday stated that in 2007, the Board built a larger facility in order to increase their sales and therefore increase their profits.  He further stated that they had the ABC certified public accountant to prepare an analysis of the revenues and he felt like there would be an increase in the ABC revenues and they have exceed that amount even though they have not been in the store only one year.  He added that business has been very good and they look forward to being able to return some profits to the town in the future.
Mayor Ellington stated that the Town looks forward to receipt of revenues from the ABC store as soon as possible.  He further stated that he would like the ABC Board to present a report to the Town Board at the end of each audit.

Mr. Hockaday stated that a copy of the audit is sent to the Town Clerk each year and he would be happy to address the Board following the ABC store audit.
Mayor Ellington expressed Mr. Hockaday for addressing the Board because the newspaper alluded to the fact that the ABC Board profited by $25,000.00 last year when in fact, the ABC Board applied that amount to their debt service for the building.

Mr. Hockaday stated that there was a possibility that once their debt is reduced and their volume increases resulting in a profit increase, the certified public accountant will help them determine if there is enough capital gain to begin disbursement of funds to the Town.  
Mr. Hockaday stated that if profits are made by the ABC store, funds are distributed to education of alcoholism and to the police department.  He stated that they have three times the retail space in the new store; therefore, they had to have three times the stock and building the stock caused an increase in overhead.

Commissioner Surles asked that in the event the old store was sold, if their debt service would be reduced and generate more profits to where the Town may be able to receive revenue from the ABC revenues more quickly.

Mr. Hockaday responded yes and they anticipated the sale of the old store initially; however, due to economic conditions, the sale of the building has not come to fruition.  He stated that the Board will be addressing whether or not to advertise the building for sell it again soon, although the concern was that the economy has not turned around to the point where they would receive a fair price for the building.
Commissioner Surles agreed that commercial real estate was not doing well at this time.

Mr. Hockaday stated that the ABC Commission advised them that they could least the building for two (2) years and they opted to lease the building for one (1) year in hopes that they could terminate the lease after one year and sell the building if possible.

Commissioner Surles asked Mr. Hockaday if they could choose to sell the lease off if the opportunity came along to sell the building and Mr. Hockaday stated that they made the agreement with the lease holder that they would let his lease continue until the lease was ended by contract.

Commissioner Surles asked if they were actively trying to sell the building while it is being leased and Mr. Hockaday responded no.  

Mr. Hockaday stated that the lease would expire in June.  He added that prospective buyers would be required to bid on the property.
Mayor Pro-Tem Carney asked Mr. Hockaday what percentage of increase was seen by the ABC store upon its moving into the new building.

Mr. Hockaday responded that the increase was approximately 25 percent and a large increase of revenue was seen during Christmas and New Year’s Eve.  He invited the Town Board to go inside the ABC facility to see what a tremendous improvement it is compared to the prior building.

Commissioner Surles asked what percentage the ABC store would need to make in order to compensate for the debt service and be at a level where they could begin making contributions to the Town.

Mr. Hockaday responded that no hard numbers had been run but this would depend on overhead.  He stated that first year expenses were tremendous due to the move to another location.  He added that he does not have a feel for the percentage that would be required at this point.

Mr. Hockaday stated that until the prior store is sold, it will be difficult to offer any payment to the Town.  He expressed his concerns regarding the recent communication involving privatization of ABC stores in North Carolina.  He stated that he does not feel this would happen within the next four to five years and by that time, they would be half way through their debt service obligation.
Mayor Ellington thanked Mr. Hockaday for addressing the Town Board and added that he feels that the two boards need to be in closer contact although the Town Board does not govern the ABC board in order to keep the lines of communication open and improve public relations. 

 9.  
Staff Reports/Miscellaneous Information-Provided in agenda packets.

10.

Manager’s Report-Town Manager Coley Price presented the following report to the Town Board:
· We have scheduled the following joint Town Board/Planning Board meetings in February and March:

1. Tuesday-February 9, 2010-7:00 p.m.

2. Thursday-February 23, 2010-6:30 p.m.

3. Monday, March 8, 2010-7:00 p.m.

4. Thursday-March 23, 2010-6:30 p.m.

Please mark your calendars and plan to be present at these workshops as we will be discussing the Draft UDO and your review and comments are vital to the completion of this ordinance.

· Angier will host the quarterly Harnett Local Government Association Meeting on Monday, February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building.  Please let Joyce know if you plan to attend.

10-a.
Ben Habets-Waste Industries-Recycling Program-Town Manager Coley Price yielded to Waste Industries General Manager Ben Habets who provided the Town Board with information regarding a recycling program.

After general discussion, Mayor Ellington expressed appreciation to Mr. Habets for providing the Board with additional information pertaining to recycling options. 

Town Manager Price stated that he would ask Harnett County Solid Waste Manager Jerry Blanchard to address the Board at a future meeting to discuss landfill requirements as related to the recycling law which came into effect in October, 2009.  

Public Utilities Director Jimmy Cook presented an update of the Highway 55 project and wastewater treatment plant project.


Town Manager Price informed the Board that DOT Division Engineer Greg Burns would be at the HLGA February 22nd meeting.  
12.
Mayor and Town Board Reports-Mayor Pro-Tem Carney expressed appreciation to Town Manager Coley Price for providing the Board with an update of projects.

13.  
Closed Session-Mayor Ellington recessed the Regular Meeting and the Board approve a motion by Commissioner Surles, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Carney to enter into closed session in accordance with N.C.G.S. 160A-318.11 for the purpose of discussing a personnel issue at 9:10 p.m.
General Account of Closed Session-February 2, 2010
In closed session, Mayor Ellington and the Town Board of Commissioners reviewed with Mr. Price their individual and collective evaluations of his job performance over the past year.  The evaluation was generally positive.

The Board approved a motion by Commissioner Surles and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Carney to return to regular session at 9:20 p.m.
14.
Adjournment-There being no further business for the evening, the February 2, 2010 meeting of the Angier Board of commissioners was adjourned following a motion by Commissioner Surles and a second by Mayor Pro-Tem Carney at 9:22 p.m.
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Addendum pages as referenced in these minutes follow and are a part of the official record.

