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CHAPTER 5: BUILDING DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

Section 5.1 Purpose & Applicability

The purpose of this Chapter is to ensure architakctompatibility, permanence, and style, and
the establishment and preservation of architecitiiaracter throughout the Town. The Town
desires that all development be treated as a ¢pstintributor to the community and as a good
neighbor to its surroundings. Enumerated in theéiaes below are general requirements for all
buildings as well as requirements specific to bodduse and typology. All new construction
shall conform to the architectural requirementtheg Chapter.

Section 5.2 General Provisions

A. Adjacent buildings shall be compatible in regards dpacing, setbacks, proportions,
materials, massing, and scale.

B. The primary entrance shall be architecturally amacfionally designed on the front facade
facing the primary public street.

C. The front fagcade of the principal structure shallgarallel to the front lot line and street.
D. Materials used shall be of lasting design and tuali
E. A single, large, dominant building mass shall beided. Where large structures are

required, mass should be broken up through theotisetbacks, projecting and recessed
elements, and similar design techniques.

Section 5.3 Residential Buildings

A. Exterior materials shall be durable and residemiaharacter. Exterior wall materials shall
be wood, brick, stone, stucco, vinyl, or similarterals.

Conforming Materials Nonconforming Materials

Wood Shingles and Clapboard Siding Asphalt Shingles for Siding
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B. Multiple-car garages on the front facade of anygleifamily attached or multi-family
dwelling unit shall utilize separated individualaie.

Conforming Garage Doors Nonconforming Gaya Doors

Slngle Car Garage on Front Facade Two-Car Garage on Front Facade

C. Two-family (duplex) residences shall be designedunh a way that the primary entrances
are not both on the same plane of the front facaldeo-family residences are preferred on
corner lots with one unit’'s primary entrance facorge (1) fronting street and the other units
facing the other fronting street.

Conforming Two-family Residence Nonconfoimgy Two-family Residence

Entrances on Different Plane of Fagade Entrances on Same Plan of Facade
D. Accessory Structures located in residential distrshall be constructed of similar materials

and colors as used for the main dwelling unit; hesveaccessory structures that are 12 feet
(12) x 12 feet (12") or smaller are exempt fronsthequirement.

Section 5.4 Non-residential Buildings

5.4.1 Building Design along State highways and inolvn Center
The following requirements shall apply to developirend/or property located along or within
50 feet of Highway 55, Highway 210, or the Town @erand use classification.
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5.4.1.1 Materials & Color

A. Front facades and exterior walls visible from thblc right(s)-of-way shall be at least 50
percent (50%) brick, decorative concrete blockdpgroved by the Administrator), stucco,
stone, fiber cement siding, or other materials lsimin appearance and durability. Vinyl
siding, standard painted concrete block, cast eaciand metal may be used on building
walls not visible from a public right(s)-of-way as minority elements or accent materials on
walls that are visible from the public right-of-wayovided that they do not compose greater
than 50 percent (50%) of the facade. At least 28quet (25%) of walls not visible from the
public right(s)-of-way shall meet the same requeeats for front facades and exterior walls
visible from the public right(s)-of-way. For evefy0 percent (10%) increase in material
listed herein on front fagcades and exterior walksble from the public right(s)-of-way, a 10
percent (10%) break in setback requirements sleagjien, not to exceed 50 percent (50%)
of the total setback.

B. Two (2) wall materials may be combined horizontadly one (1) facade. The heavier
material should be below.

Conforming Front Facade Nonconforming Front Fage

' Brick Facade “

C. Facade colors shall be of low reflectance earthetanuted, subtle, or neutral colors.
Building trim may feature brighter colors, but netubing is not allowed as an accent
material. The use of high-intensity, metallic,dtascent or neon colors shall be prohibited.
Variations in color schemes are encouraged in omlerticulate entryways, architectural
features, and public amenities so as to give greategnition to these features.
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Conforming Facade Colors

Muted Neutral Colors uHigh Intsit Colors

5.4.1.2 Building Design

A.

Roof pitches less than 3:12 and flat roofs shajuire a parapet wall on all sides visible from
the public right-of-way. Parapet walls shall halexorative cornices or caps. Roof lines
shall be varied to reduce the scale of structunelsvésual interest.

If roof cornices or caps have been removed or dachag an existing building, renovations
of that building must include retaining, repairiramd replacing the roof cornices or caps if
previously removed unless justification can be miadéhe Administrator as to why this is

not feasible.

Pitched roofs should be clad in standing seam msetate, asphalt shingles, or similar
material.

. Roof Shape (for example: flat, hip, mansard, orlg@abnd material shall be architecturally

compatible with facade elements and the rest obthileing.

Conforming Roofing Design Nonconforming Roofingésign
5% P

Parapet with Decorative Cap arapet on Front Facade Only-
& Varied Roof Line No Decorativ€ap

All buildings shall have windows or doors on eatdrygs Upper stories may be real or faux.
Except for civic and industrial buildings, at led$x percent of the length of the first floor on
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primary street fronting facades shall be in windosvsdoorways. Street level windows
should be visually permeable. For buildings onoaner, the first floor secondary street
facade shall be at least 10 percent windows. Alanor functional general access doorway
shall be located along the length of the facadkeadt every 20 feet. A window shall be
measured as follows:

1. Maximum Sill Height (first floor): 42 inches

2. Minimum Area: 16 square feet

3. Minimum Width: 3 feet

4. Minimum Height: 4 feet

Conforming Windows Nonconforming Windows

First Floor Windows Windows Covered for Interior Display
F. Facades greater than 100 feet in length, measwrezbhtally, must incorporate recesses and
projections along at least 20 percent (20%) ofltémgth of the facade. Windows, awnings,
and arcades should total at least 40 percent (4fi%)e facade length abutting a public
street.

G. Facade renovations shall incorporate original ogddetails to the maximum extent
practicable.

H. Brick, stone, or wood facades shall not be coveragplaced with artificial siding or panels.

Conforming Facade

Facade with Recesses & Projections
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Nonconforming Facade

Facade without Recesses & Projections

When usedawnings and canopies shall be placed at the teprmfow or doorway openings,
and shall not extend beyond such openings, untbsswise approved by the Administrator.
No awning shall extend more than the width of tllewalk or 10 feet, whichever is less.
Awnings must be self-supporting from the wall. Blgpports shall rest on or interfere with
the use of pedestrian walkways or streets. Inas®e shall any awning extend beyond the
street curb or interfere with street trees or pubhliilities. Awnings and canopies shall
complement the color and material of the buildirtyak they are affixed.

Conforming Awning Nonconforming Awning

Entryways should be clearly defined on each pricijuilding within a site. There should
be highly visible customer entrance featuring asteone (1) of the following: canopies or
porticos, arcades, wing walls, and /or planters.

Accessory buildings and devices that are anciltarthe primary building such as loading,
trash containment, maintenance, storage, and miecliatectrical areas and the devices and
equipment associated with these areas shall berpoaied in the overall design,
architecture, and landscape so that the visualamodstic impacts of these functions and
devices are fully contained and out of view fronjaadnt properties and public areas. All
accessory structures shall be constructed of thee saaterials and colors as used for the
main building.
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5.4.2 Building Design in All Other Locations
The following requirements shall apply to developingot located along or within 50 feet of
dedicated State highways or the Town Center lapctlassification.

A. Front facades and exterior walls visible from thiblg right(s)-of-way shall be at least 40
percent (40%) brick, decorative concrete blockgpgroved by the Administrator), stucco,
stone, fiber cement siding, or other materials Isimn appearance and durability. Vinyl
siding, standard painted concrete block, cast etaciand metal may be used on building
walls not visible from a public right-of-way or asinority elements or accent materials on
walls that are visible from the public right-of-wayovided that they do not compose greater
than 60 percent (60%) of the facade. At least@Bgnt (25%) of walls not visible from the
public right(s)-of-way shall meet the same requizats for front facades and exterior walls
visible from the public right(s)-of-way. For evet® percent (10%) increase in material listed
herein on front facades and exterior walls visislem the public right(s)-of-way, a 10
percent (10%) break in setback requirements sleadfiben, not to exceed 50 percent (50%)
of the total setback.

B. Two (2) wall materials may be combined horizontatly one (1) facade. The heavier
material should be below.

Section 5.5 Building Design Alternatives

5.5.1Use of Alternate Plan, Material, or Methods

Alternate design plans, building materials, or ¢nrion techniques may be used when
unreasonable or impractical situations would reBolin the application of architectural design
standards. Such situations may result from unigfeecenditions, innovative design applications,
and/or unified development design.

5.5.2 Evaluation by Planning Board
A. The application for alternate design shall includech specific standards cannot be met and
how the alternative methods will achieve the intthe standards.

B. The performance building design alternatives shallevaluated by the Planning Board, in
accordance with the Planning Board approval prooafigied in Chapter 11, to determine if
the alternate design meets the intent and purpiobesoOrdinance. This determination shall
take into account the land use of adjacent propérgy orientation of the building to public
streets, the building typology, the intended usehef structure, attention to architectural
detail, scale and mass.

5.5.3Appeal of the Administrator
Appeal of the Administrator’s review and decisidnaochitectural design applications shall be
made to the Planning Board.
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